How to Help Children
Develop a Biblical Worldview
By Josh Mulvihill, PhD

Session 1: Five reasons why worldview matters:
1. Develops the foundation for lifelong faith in Jesus Christ

2 Timothy 3:14-15

2. Shapes character and conduct by truth.

Verbal component
Example component
to teaching

•
•
•
•
•
•

Teach these things to your children and your children’s children (Deut. 4:9).
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk about them when
you sit…walk…lie down…when you rise (Deut. 6:7).
He commanded our [grand] fathers to teach their children, that the next
generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to
their children (Ps. 78:5-6). 4 generation vision
Hear, my son, your father’s instruction and forsake not your mother’s teaching
(Prov. 1:8).
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).
Older women…are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind
and submissive to their own husbands…Older men…urge the younger men to be
self-controlled (Titus 2:2-6).

esp. the Word of God
Son of God
main areas need to defend

3. Defends against counterfeit ideas
Colossians 2:7-8 mindset, “As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not
according to Christ.” recent Ligonier Study > 40% of evangelicals don’t believe Jesus was God ⍟
Train children to put a teaching or idea through a four-question grid:
1. What is the view of God and humanity ?
2. What is the _________ and _________? What is taught about _______?
3. What is belief about Jesus ?
4. What is the vision for the future and how it is __________?

Christianity
God exists. He is the center of all things.
God created the world.
God created humans in his image for a
purpose. Humans exist to glorify God.
Humanity is totally depraved and has
rebelled against a perfect God.
Morality comes from God and is revealed
in the Bible.
Jesus is the way, truth, and life. Salvation
comes by faith in Jesus.
Death ushers us into eternal life or eternal
death.

Secular Humanism
God does not exist. Man is the center of all
things.
The universe came about by random
chance. There is no designer.
Humans exist for no ultimate purpose other
than their own happiness.
Humanity is good.
Morality is relative. There is no absolute
standard of right and wrong.
Jesus is not God. Humanity has the power
to save.
Death is the end of all existence.

4. Answers the big questions of life.
A biblical worldview answers the big questions that children ask such as, “Where did I
come from?” “Why am I here?” “Who am I?” “What went wrong with the world?”
“What is the solution?” “What is the purpose of life?” “What happens in the future?” A
young person will construct their view of life based on how they answer these questions.
Worldview is created when a persons answers four basic questions:
1. How did we get here & what is our purpose?
2. What went wrong?
3. What is the solution?
4. What happens in the future?
Three suggestions to answer the spiritual questions children will have:

Deploy

•

Ask questions before children ask them.

•

Answer with Scripture → goal to become a student of God’s Word.

•

Aim to be an ask-able parent, teacher, grandparent, etc.

5. Equips individuals for service to Christ.
Thinking biblically & living accordingly
Quote: God didn’t just save us FROM something, He saved us FOR something.
Biblical truth → live it out → transform culture

Session 2: What is Biblical Worldview?
Biblical Worldview is: a set of beliefs, assumptions or values based on
the Bible that determines how a person lives.
The totality of the gospel based on the whole counsel of God.

Biblical Worldview: Life-Changing Truth is 4 Words:
Faith builder

1. Creation : God made the world good (Gen. 1:1).
Non-essential doctrine
from salvation standpoint
BUT significant for
trajectory of world view

Proverbs 1:7

Counterfeit: Evolution (faith buster)

2. Rebellion : Sin made the world groan (Rom. 3:23; 8:20-22).
Self-fulfillment is the new Gospel
Self-denial has become the new immorality
Self-discovery is the new method
Exploration & Experimentation / limitations are abuse

(faith buster) Problem of evil
Counterfeit: Relativism

Is He a good God even when bad things happen?
Self

3. Salvation : Jesus paid the penalty for sin (John. 3:16).
-don’t misplace your confidence

4. Restoration : God will make the world new (Rev. 21:1-8).
Counterfeit: Marxism
How the story ends – filled with hope
-What is good in the world that you can protect, promote & celebrate?
-What is missing in our world – what you can creatively contribute?
-What is evil in our society that you can stop?
-What is broken in the world – what can be restored?

To understand the worldview of a child, consider three questions:
•

What does a child believe to be true? creation, morality, Bible, Jesus, marriage

•

What authority shapes those beliefs? Bible, their own experience, emotions

•

How does a child live? look at heart, fruit, behavior

Colossians 1:28-29

How To Help Children Develop a Biblical Worldview:
8 Biblical Methods Every Family Can Do
Josh Mulvihill, PhD

1. Communicate Wisdom
•
•

“Get wisdom, get insight” (Proverbs 4:5)
“Among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this
age…We impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual” (1 Cor. 2:6, 13).

What is wisdom?
Wisdom is obedience in action. “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and
does them will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock” (Matt. 7:24).
Wisdom also means applying God’s truth to life.

Why is wisdom important for a child?
The book of Proverbs provides three compelling reasons.
1. Wisdom leads to true & lasting happiness. “Happy is the man who finds
wisdom” (Prov. 3:13)
2. Wisdom is the path to eternal life & favor with God. “He who finds me finds
life and obtains favor from the Lord” (Prov. 8:36)
3. Wisdom is extremely valuable. (Prov. 16:16)
Key Tools develop strong relationship for an open door to conversations
- frequency of interaction

2. Reading and Discussing the Bible
•

“Teach these things to your children and children’s children” (Deut. 4:9)

The primary method to teach and disciple young people has been called family worship.
Read Bible
Prayer
(Music?)

Consider a few practical thoughts:
• Read the Bible, not someone else’s thoughts about the Bible
• Read the entire Bible to children
• Read briefly concise, to the point, meaningful (10 min?) start small
Your goal is to explain the Bible passage clearly and biblically, engage children in the
process, and help them apply God’s truth to life.
Key Tools

•
•

“Tell to the coming generation the glorious deeps of the Lord, and his might and
the wonders he has done. He established a testimony in Jacob” (Ps. 78:4-5).
“Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to be created
may praise the Lord” (Ps. 102:18).

Story as an apologetic

Key Tools

“My Story” groups
“My Hope to You” book

4. Sharing the Gospel
•

Aim for __________ ______________.

•

Have a _____________________.

•

Learn to communicate the __________________.

“What is the Gospel”
By Greg Gilbert

What’s the gospel?
To help you understand, explain, and proclaim the gospel remember four words:
•

God

Watch for de-conversion
testimonies based on feelings

3. Testimony Telling

•
•
•

Man
Jesus
Response (don’t leave this out)

Key tools

5. Asking Questions

Asking invites
Telling closes down

•

Your goal is two fold: become an askable parent and become skilled in the
art of asking good questions

•

Examples from the Bible include:

The “Pee Pee Tee Pee”

Key Tools

My first book of Questions & Answers -McKenzie
New City Catechism - T. Keller (phone app)

Gather good questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

What made you sad or happy today?
What was your favorite part of the day?
What made you laugh this week?
What are you looking forward to this week?
What rule was the hardest to follow this week?
What is your favorite color, hobby, city, smell, food, vacation, drink, game, sport, movie,
show, music group?
If you had a safe, what would you keep in it?
If you could afford anything at this moment, what would you buy?
What is one thing you love about your mother or father?
What is the best adventure you've had with a friend?
What are three characteristics you look for in a friend?
What is an animal that best describes you?
What is a lesson you've learned the hard way?
What is a memory that makes you laugh?
What is something that you are afraid of?
What is a challenge that you are facing?
What is a dream that you have for the future?
If you could change anything in the world, what would it be?
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go?
If you could be anything you wanted, what would you be?
If you could ask God any question, what would you ask him?
If you were stranded on an island, what three people do you want with you?
What are you thinking about lately?
What has influenced your thinking on this topic?
How do you know that is true? What if you are wrong?

6. Intentional Meals
•

“talk of them when you sit in your house” (Deut. 6:7).

What makes these times valuable?
An opportunity to connect.

Prioritize mealtime together.
View mealtime as talk time. no devices
Know that food is your secret weapon.
An opportunity to celebrate.
An opportunity to teach.

Key Tools

“a fun time”
You are special plate
affirmation
“Long Story Short”
“Old Story New”

devotionals for families

7. Prayer
•

Philippians 4:6, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”

Key Tools

8. Blessing
•

Meaningful touch.

•

Message of high value.

•

Picture of a special future.

